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A}T OVERVIEW OF TIIE I'IINOR PROPHETS

f. Today I want to discuss four of the principal- thenes of the Minor

Prophets (the Twelve).

I I .  The four  themes are:

1. The Israel of God is the Church (we are RUHAMAH and AMMI).

2.  The bui ld ing of  the restorat ion temple p ic tures the bui ld ing

of  the spi r i tua l  temple,  the Church of  God.  The t rue temple

is the Church.

3 .  The messengers to  the spi r i tua l  temple the Church.

4 .  Exerc is ing  judgment ,  mercy  and  fa i th .

III. We shouLd keep in nind that there are two phases to the Kingdon of

cod :

1 .  Spi r i tua l  phase consis t ing of  God,  Chr is t  
. . t " td  

the saints  .

2 .  Physica l  phase consis t ing of  Israel  and other  nat ions who wi I I

be converted and become the Church of God and the Israe1 of

God in the Mif lennium.

IV. A brief overview of the l{inor Prophets:

l-. Israel !'/as God t s chosen nation (tunos 3 :2 ) .

2. He Ioved them and delivered them from physical bondage and

establ ished them in the prornised land (Exo, l -9:3-4).

3. cod entered into a covenant with thern. They lrere to be a

kingdorn of  pr iests and an holy nat ion (Exo. l -9:6).  cod

intended to use then to brj.ng other nations into a

reLat ionship with Hirn.

4.  Israel  was unfai thful  to their  husband and connit ted whoredom

( H o s .  L : 2 )  .
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5 .  G o d  e t a v e  I s r a e l  a  b i l l  o f  d i v o r c e m e n t  ( H o s .  2 2 2 ;  J e r .  3 : 8 )  a n d

they became Lo-Ruharnah (not having obtained mercy) and Lo-Amrni

(no t  my  peop le )  (Hos .  1 :  6 -9  )  .

6 .  God punishes them wi th other  nat ions resul t ing in  capt iv i ty .

Eventual ly God al lows them to go into the great tr ibulat ion

( H o s .  5 : 1 5 ;  J e r .  3 0 z L - 7 ) .

7  .  The  bu i ld ing  o f  Zerubbabe l ' s  temp le  p ic tu res  the  bu i ld ing  o f

the  sp i r i t ua l  temp le .  The  res to ra t ion  o f  I s rae l  beg ins  w i th

the Church.

B .  God t  s  messengers to  His  temple are descr ibed.

9 . The summary of the twelve--Mic. 6 :  B .

10 .  fn  t r i bu la t ion  I s rae l  beg ins  to  repen t  and  exerc ise  fa i th  in

C h r i s t  ( H o s .  6 : 1 - 3 )  .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e y  a r e  g r a f t e d  b a c k  i n

a n d  b e c o m e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  I s r a e l  o f  G o d  ( R o m .  1 1 2 2 L - 2 4 ) .

11.  God punishes the nat ions who punished Israel  because they

inf l ic ted af f l ic t ion upon Israel  greater  than God in tended

( Z e c h .  L : 1 5 - 2 L ) .

L2 .  On  the  day  o f  Pen tecos t  3 l -  A .D . ,  the  Church  became the  I s rae l

of  God.  The way in to the Israel  o f  God is  by fa i th  in  Chr is t

and has been made avai l -ab le to  the other  nat ions (GaI  .  3 :  26-

2 9 ,  R o m .  9 2 7 - 8 ,  2 5 ) .  T h e  C h u r c h  i s  n o w , .  a  r o y a l

p r ies thoodr  dn  ho ly  na t ion ,  a  pecu l ia r  peop le ;  tha t  you  shouLd

show for th the pra ises of  Him who hath ca l led you out  of

d a r k n e s s  i n t o  H i s  m a r v e l o u s  l i g h t  ( f  p e t .  2 : 9 ) .

13.  The resurrected saints  and repentant  ones f rom al l  nat ions

wi l l  work wi th God and Chr is t  to  br ing a l l  nat ions in to the

I s r a e l  o f  G o d  (  Z e c h .  8  :  2 0 - 2 3  ;  I s a  .  6 6 :  t 9 -  2 L )  .
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V. Now that I have given you the overview, Ietts note ho$r the Tlvelve

support the overview.

Vf .  Hosea  :  Save

1 .  Hosea ,  a  t ype  o f  ch r i s t ,  mar r ies  a  whore .  Hos .  L - .2 .

2.  However,  when Chr is t  marr ied fsrael ,  Israel  had been c leaned

up.  Chr is t  d id not  marry a whore in i t ia l ly ,  Israel  became a

w h o r e  ( E z e k .  1 6 : 8 - 9  ,  L 4 ,  1 5 ,  2 2 ,  5 9 - 6 3 ) .

3 .  Hos .  L :  4  F i rs t  ch i ld  Jezreel  ,  meaning t tGod sowsrr  - - f  i rs t

God sows destruct ion,  af ter  Israel  repents,  God wi l l  sow

r e s t o r a t i o n  ( H o s  .  2 : 2 3 )  .

4  .  Hos .  1 :  6  No t  hav ing  ob ta ined  mercy .  Unrepen tan t  I s rae l

today .

5 .  H o s .  1 : 8 - 9  N o t  n y  p e o p l e  ( H o s .  2 2 1 - 3 ;  J e r .  3 : B ) .

6 .  H o s . ' 1 - : 1 0 ,  1 1 ,  2 2 2 3  I  R o m  9 : 2 5 - 2 6 .  T h e  I s r a e l  o f  G o d  b e g i n s

w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h  ( R o m  9 : 3 - 9  ,  L 5 - 1 6  ,  1 0  :  1  g - 2 L  ,  L L z  L - 7  ,  2 5 - 2 9  ;

f  P e t .  2 : 9 - L O )  .

7 .  They (Israel and Judah) shal l  obtain mercy (RUHAMAH) after

they repent ,  and they shal l  become once again Godrs people

(AMMI ) .

8 .  N o t e  H o s .  5 : 1 5  6 z I - 2  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  r e p e n t a n c e  a l o n g  w i t h

E z e k  .  3 4 : 2 2 - 3 L .

9.  Hosea sets the tenor  and tone for  what  is  wrong wi th Israel

a n d  J u d a h  ( H o s .  4 z L ,  6 ;  Z e c h .  7  z  g - 1 4 )  .  F a i l u r e  t o  e x e r c i s e

j  udgrment ,  mercy and fa i th .  The requi rement  f  or  Israel  is

sunmar ized  by  M icah  6 :8 .

1 0 .  H o s .  L 4 : 1 - 9 .  G o d r s  e l o q u e n t  p l e a  f o r  I s r a e l  t o  r e t u r n  u n t o

H im.  upon  the i r  re tu rn  to  H im they  a re  res to red .
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VII .  Joel-  :  The Eternal  (God) is cod

L. JoeI 1:5-7 A nat ion is corne upon my land.

2. i loel  2:12-17 The responsibi l i ty of  codrs people.

3.  JoeL 2.L7-2o God intervenes after His people ful f i l l  their

responsibil ity .

4.  JoeL 2.25-26, 32 Restorat ion prornised.

5 .  Joe l  3 :1 -3  Na t ions  j udged .

6. JoeI 3:  L5- l -8 Restorat ion.

VI I I .  Amos  _  Burden

1. Amos L:3-2:3 Punishment of  Syr ia,  phi l ist ines, Edon, Ammon

and l{oab .

2.  Amos 2:4-7 Punishment of  Judah.

3 .  Amos  7 :7 -11 t  9 :8 -L0  Pun ish rnen t  o f  I s rae l  .

4.  Amos 9:11-12 Restorat ion begins with Church (Acts 15:14-L9)

5 .  Amos  9 :13 -15  Res to ra t i on .

IX.  Obadiah :  Servant  of  God

1. Obad .  7 -L6 Edom and the nat ions confederate with him are

punished.

2 .  Obad .  L7 Del iverance and restorat i_on.

X" Jonah = Dove

1.  Jonah 4 z  L0-11 God determines to whom He wi l l -  grant

repentance.  He is  not  a respecter  of  persons and is  not

w i l l i ng  tha t  any  shou ld  per i sh .
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XI .  M icah  :  Who i s  l i ke  God

1. Micah Lz2-5 i  3 :  1-0-L2 Israe1 and Judah indicted.

2.  Micah 4zL-4 Restorat ion promised.

3 .  Micah 5:8 The great sunmary statement of  the L2.

4 .  Micah 6 :  L3-16 Punishment  descr ibed.

5 .  Micah 7  zL8-2A Restora t ion.

XII .  Nahum :  Compassionate Counselor

1 .  N a h .  1 r L - 7  G o d  i s  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  a n d  w i l l  a v e n g e  I s r a e l r s

enemies .

2  .  N a h .  1 :  1 5  I s r a e l  d e l i v e r e d .

XI I I .  Habakkuk _ Embrace

1 .  Hab .  1 :L -4  Habakkuk ,  the  ques t ion ing  p rophe t ,  asks  God how

long are the wicked going to be a l lowed to t r iumph.

2 .  H a b .  1

3 .  H a b .  2

4 .  H a b .  2

5 .  H a b .  2

5-6 ,  L2 God uses the Chaldeans to punish Judah.

4  In  the  face  o f  ev i l  t he  jus t  sha l l  l i ve  by  fa i th .

I  The spoi ler  is  punished.

L4 Kingdorn of God prophesied.

6 .  Hab .  3  God  pun ishes  I s rae l f s  enemies ,  then  de l i ve rs  and

embraces  I s rae l .

XIV. Zephaniah = Hidden of God

1. Zepl l - .  ! .2-7 Day of the Lord prophesied.

2.  Zeph. 2:3 Keys to being hidden dur ing the Day of the Lord

3. Zeph. 2.4-3.IL God pours out His indignat ion on the nat ions.

4 .  Zeph .  3 :12  Desc r ip t i on  o f  repen tan t  I s rae l - .

5 .  ZeDh .  3  3L4 -2o  Res to ra t i on .
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xv. Haqgai = My Festival

1. Judah had been in captivity for 70 years in Babylon--they were

Iooking fontard to keeping the feast in the restored tenple in

Jerusalem,

2 .  Hag.  1:  3-L4 Command to bui ld  God I  s  house.

3 .  Hag .  223  ,  8 -9  G lo ry  o f  l a t te r  house  (Church)  exceeds  g lo ry  o f

former house (Solomonr.s  Temple)  .

4 .  F ive th ings were miss ing in  Restorat ion Temp1e,  a l l  o f  which

are fu l f i l led in  the spi r i tua l  temple,  the Church of  God.

a.  Shekinah Glory--God dwel ls  in  us (  I  Cor .  3  :  16 ;

I I  C o r .  6 : 1 6 ) .

b.  Ark of  Covenant- -Law is  wr i t ten by the holy  sp i r i t  in

f l e s h y  t a b l e s  o f  t h e  h e a r t  ( I I  C o r .  3 : 3 ;  H e b .  B :  f 0 )  .

c .  Ur im and Thumin--We may consul t  the word of  God and Godrs

min is te rs  (  I I  Pe t .  1  :  L9 -2L ;  Ps  .  119  :  105  )  .

d .  Sacred  f i re - -We a re  to  o f fe r  up  sp i r i t ua l  sac r i f i ces

( I  P e t .  2 : 5 i  R o m .  L 2 : 1 ) .

e. Spir i t  of Prophecy--We have a more sure word of prophecy

( I I  Pe t .  1 :L9 -21)  and  Chr i s t  i n  us  to  he lp  us  unders tand

( I  J o h n  5 : L 0 - L 2 ) .

XVI .  Zechariah : Remembered of God

1 .  Bu i ld ing  o f  the  sp i r i t ua l  temp le  and  the  admin is t ra t ion  o f

i t .

2  .  Zech .  1 :  L2 -L7  Command to  bu i ld  the  temp le .

3 .  Z e c h .  3 : 8  J o s h u a r s  w o r k  a  s i g n  f o r  u s .  C h r i s t ,  t h e  B r a n c h ,

bui lds the t rue temple (Heb.  8 :  2  )  .  The Church is  the

h a b i t a t i o n  o f  G o d .
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4 .  J o h n  4 : 2 0 - 2 4 ;  A c t s  7 : 4 4 - 4 9 ,  Z e c h .  4 z  1 - 1 0  Z e r u b b a b e l ' s  w o r k

in bui ld ing the restorat ion temple a type of  Chr is t 's

bui ld ing of  the spi r i tua l  temple.

5 .  M t .  1 6 :  l - 8

6 .  E p h .  2 : 2 0 - 2 2

7 .  Heb.  8 :  L-2 God is  bui ld ing temple through His sp i r i t

8  .  Ps .  L27  Un less  God bu i lds  the  house ,  the  bu i lde rs  to i l  i n

v a i n .

9 .  Z e c . h .  5 : L 2 - L 5 i  H e b .  7 : L - 2  C h r i s t  a n d  s a i n t s  f u l f i l l  t h e

of f ice of  Joshua and Zerubbabel- -pr iest  and k ing.

1 0 .  T h e  c o m i n g  o f  G o d ' s  K i n g d o n  t o  t h e  e a r t h  ( Z e c h .  L 4 : 9 ) .

XVI I .  Ma lach i  -  My  Messenger

1.  Mal  .  1 : l -  Malach i  :  ny  messenger .

2 .  Ma l .  227  P r ies ts  were  messengers .

3 .  Mar .  3 :1  John the Bapt is t ,  messenger  who prepares way

(Mark 1:  1-8 )  .  Jesus the messenger of  the covenant.

4 .  M a I .  4

5 .  R e v .  1

6 .  M t .  2 4

7 .  Luke  1

4-5--The messenger before the end of  the age.

2 O ,  2 : L :  a g g e l o s ,  M a r k  1 : 1 - 5 ;  M t .  L 7 z 9 - 1 1 .

15- -Rom.  10  :  1 -4  -L7  - -Mt  .  28  z  20  :  Our  pa r t .

L5 -L7  Prepare  a  peopre  fo r  the  Lord  so  f resh  w i l l  be

saved  a I i ve .



NAITiE:

IIEBREW I{AIIIE
A}ID ITEJAI{ING:

TTIEITIE:

DATE WRITTEN:

AUDIENCE ADDRESSED:

HISTORICAL SETTING:

SU}II{ARY:

Hosea

HOSHEA, means rf save I fr  oF, salvation

Salvation

c a .  7  6 5 - 7  2 5  B .  C .

Israel, the Northern Kingdorn

The Israel i tes were surrounded by enemies,
but instead of driving them out as God had
conmanded, they formed al l iances with them.
Because of  th is ,  these nat ions (par t icu lar ly
the Phi l is t ines)  became a stumbl ing b lock to
the Israel i tes.  The pr inc ipal  nat ions and
enemies with whom al l iances were formed were
Assyr ia ,  Syr ia ,  Moab,  Ammon,  Edom,
Ph i l i s t i nes  and  la te r ,  Egyp t .  Because  o f
these  a lL iances ,  the re  was  a  con t inua l
chang ing  o f  the  con federa t ion  o f  na t ions .
Most  of  the st r i fe  in  Israel  came f rom
terr i tor ia l  d isputes--of ten wi th Judah.  When
the prophet  Hosea came on the scene,  Israel
was enj oying the greatest peace and
prosper i ty  s ince the t ime of  the i r  d iv is ion
into two separate nations. They were l iving
in luxury and splendor .

God  had  a  mar r iage  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  I s rae l ,
but fsrael turned to other gods, made
al l iances wi th other  countr ies and took on
thei r  pagan cul ture.  As a resul t ,  phys ica l
Israel became Loruhamah (not having obtained
mercy f rom God) and Loammi (not  Godrs
peop le ) .  In  o ther  words ,  they  were  cu t  o f f
from God--divorced. Today, the Church of
God is the Israel of God and we have become
Ruhamah (having obtained mercy) and Ammi
( G o d t s  p e o p l e )  .  P h y s i c a l  I s r a e l  i s
conmanded to repent and turn to God, but
th is  wi l l  not  happen unt i l  toward the end of
the great  t r ibu lat ion.  At  that  t ime,  God
wi l l  have  mercy  on  a l l  I s rae l .  Th rough  the
Is rae l  o f  God ,  the  Gent i l es  w i l l  a l so  en te r
in to a marr iage re lat ionship wi th God and
then a l l  the wor ld wi l l  have obta ined mercy,
be God I  s  people and wi l l  ca l l  God t tmy
h u s b a n d t r  ( I s h i ) .



NA}IE:

IIEBREW NA}IE
AI,ID IIEANING:

TIIElltE:

DATE IiIRITIEN:

AUDIENCE ADDRESSED:

HISTORTCAL SETTING:

ST]MT{.ARY:

Joel

The rrJo-rr of JoeI comes from YHWH, or
Yahweh, a term which mistakenly came to be
spel led |tJehovah . It The rr -eI rf is another
name of God, emphasizing His strength. JoeI
means rf The Eternal is God. fr

The Day of  the Lord,  a l l  nat ions begin to
learn that the Eternal is God.

c a .  8 3 0 - 7 5 0  B .  C .

Pr imar i ly  Israel ,  f rom a Jerusalem
perspective, although the message pertains
to both fsrael i tes and Gent i les today.

Judah,  possib ly  dur ing the re ign of  Joash
( 8 3 7  - 9 0 3  B . C .  )  .

God  i s  ca l l i ng  a l l  o f  f s rae l  to  hear  H is
words and never forget them. They are to
pass His words on to fu ture generat ions
because there wi l l  never  be another  t ime
I i ke  th i s ,  the  u l t ima te  dark  Day  o f  the
LORD. The judgment  is  in f l ic ted upon Israel
by a nat ion f rom the nor th.  They wi lL  come
and total ly consume the land leaving only a
remnant  of  people behind.  This  remnant  wi l l
have no thank offering to give to God,
nei ther  physica l  (because of  famine)  nor
sp i r i t ua l  (because  God 's  peop le  w i l l  be
mourning)  .  fn  v iew of  th is ,  JoeI  warns
Israel  to  repent ,  fast  and turn to  God,  and
He wi l l  be merc i fu l .  They are to g ive
thanks and pra ise to God because He wi t l
res to re  H is  peop le ,  b less  them (phys ica l l y
and spi r i tua l ly)  and judge the nat ions who
have  done  ev i l  aga ins t  God ts  peop le .  Then ,
God wi l l  dwel l  wi th  His  people as He has
always desi red to do.



NA}TE:

IIEBREW NAITTE
AI,ID IIE,MIIING:

TTIEITE:

DATE WRITTEN:

AUDIENCE ADDRESSED:

HTSTORICAL SETTING:

STDII{ARY:

Amos

Amos means frburdenrl

The Day of the Lord, God raises up the
tabernacle of David, the Church of Godr so
that al l  nations might come to i t
(Anos  9 :  l -L -L2 ;  Ac ts  L5 :  L5 -L7)  .

c a .  7  6 0  B .  C .

F i rs t  to  I s rae l ,  then  to  Judah  and  Ben jamin ,
bu t  i n  e f fec t  fo r  a l l  na t ions .

Israel was not keeping the law and the
conmandments:

1)  they were oppressing the poor ,
2 )  ac t i ve ly  pa r t i c ipa t ing  in  ido la t ry ,
3)  whi le  themselves l iv ing in  great  luxury

and splendor  and forget t ing God.

God cal led Amos (  I i tera l ly  ' rburden" )  ,  a
shepherd,  to  prophesy to Israel  and Judah,
and  a l l  t he  na t ions  tha t  oppressed  fs rae l .
Captivi ty and destruction were prophesied on
the nat ions who spoi led Israel  and Judah
a f te r  the i r  cap t i v i t y  (Sy r ia ,  Ph i l i s t i a ,
Phoenic ia,  Edom, Ammon,  and Moab) .  S ince
Judah refused to obey God I s law, punishment
riras also prophesied on her. Amos prophesied
that Israel would be punished with famine
(physica l ly  of  food,  and spi r i tua l ly  of  the
word of God) ,  captivi ty, and destruction
because of  the i r  oppression of  the poor  and
r ighteous,  and thei r  immoral i ty  and
idolat ry .  The remnant  of  Israel  would be
restored from captivi ty and blessed
physica l ly .  God would ra ise up the
tabernacle of  David and b less th is  remnant
a n d  a l l  n a t i o n s  s p i r i t u a l l y  ( A m o s  9 : 1 I - L Z ;
Acts 15:  15-17 )  .  This  sequence has begun
wi th the Church,  and wi l l  a lso inc lude the
G e n t i l e s .



NA}IE:

IIEBREW NAIIE
AIID ITEANING:

TIIEIITE:

DATE WRITTEN:

AUDIENCE ADDRESSED:

HISTORTCAL SETTING:

ST]UIITARY:

Obadiah

OBADTAH--sen/ing Jah
Obadiah means ttserryant of the Eternaltt  or
Itworshiper of the Eternal rf

r-) Day of the Lord
2)  Destruct ion of  Edom, Israel  I  s  pr inc ipal

enemy for al l  ages
3 ) Israel I  s restorat ion and eventual ly the

restorat ion of  a I I  nat ions

No date given. I t  j -s bel ieved that Obadiah
prophesied dur ing the re ign of  Jehoram (851-
8 4 3  B .  C .  )  i n  J u d a h .  ( N o t i c e  I I  K i n g s  8 : 2 0 -
2 2 ,  I I  C h r o n i c l e s  2  1 :  B  - 2 O  .  )

Obadiah is a prophecy against Ed.om.

Obadiah is very futurist ic. Not much can be
determined about  the h is tor ica l  set t ing f rom
the book i tse l f ,  but  he prophesied at  a  t ime
t.rhen both Israel and Judah were in a state
of  decadence and ido lat ry .  The or ig inal
prophecy may have been uttered at the t ime
o f  Edomrs  success fu l  revo l t  aga ins t  Judah
which had prev iously  dominated i t  for  many
years.  This  Edomite success seems to be
re lated to the prophecy of  Genesis  27 :40 ,
but as the Soncino Commentary points out,
f fA suf f ic ient  occasion for  the outburst
against Edom could be found at many points
in history when the two peoples came into
host i le  contact .  t r

Obadiah prophesied about Edom, the
descendants of  Esau who l ived at  Mount  Sei r .
Today many Edomites cont inue to l ive in  the
Middle East .  Edom s inned through her
cont inual  v io lence toward Jacob.  When Judah
was taken capt ive by Babylon,  Edom cheered,
and took capt ive those who had f led south,
l a t e r  s e l l i n g  t h e m .  B e c a u s e  o f  E d o m t s  s i n ,
her  confederacy was turned against  her ,  and
was prophesied to be destroyed.  The
prophecy included punishment on the heathen
in  the  Day  o f  the  Lord ;  I s rae l  w i l l  be
res to red ;  de l i ve re rs  on  Mount  Z ion  w i l l
j udge  and  the  E te rna l  w i l l  re ign .



NA}TE:

IIEBREW NAITTE
AIID ITEJN{ING:

TTIEIIE:

DATE WRITIEN:

AUDIENCE ADDRESSED:

HISTORICAL SETTING:

sut{tltARY:

Jonah

(YONAH) Jonah means rrdovetr or rrpigeontl

L) Jonah was a type of the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

2)  Jonah was a s ign to h is  generat ion,  just
as Christ was a sign to those to whorn he
preached.

3 ) God determines to whom He will grant
repentance.

The book is not dated, but i t  was probably
writ ten by the Jonah who is mentioned in
I I  K i n g s  L 4 2 2 5 .  T h i s  w o u l d  p l a c e  J o n a h r s
works in  the la t ter  hal f  o f  Jeroboam's re ign
( 7  8 O - 7  4 0  B .  C .  )  .

N ineveh  w i th  inp l i ca t ions  fo r  a l l  peop les .

Assyr ia  was having problems in ternal ly  and
nat ional ly .  They had pul led thei r  t roops
ou t  o f  I s rae l .  Th is  a l l owed  bo th  I s rae l  and
Judah to increase nat ional ly  and
economica l l y .

God to ld Jonah to prophesy to Nineveh,  but
Jonah f led f rom God.  As a resuLt ,  he was
swallowed by a great f ish, and remained in
its bel ly for three days and nights (the
s ign  o f  Chr i s t ' s  Mess iahsh ip )  un t i l  he
cal led out  to  God,  and the f ish vomited h im
up. Jonah then prophesied to Nineveh and
the city repented. Jonah was angry because
God had granted Nineveh repentance. Jonah
had  des i red  the  des t ruc t ion  o f  I s rea l ' s
pr inc ipal  enemy.  He needed to learn that
God grants repentance to whom He wi l l .



NAITIE:

IIEBREW NAITE
A}ID ITEJAT{ING:

TIIEITE:

DATE WRITIEN:

AUDTENCE ADDRESSED:

HTSTORICAL SETIING:

SUTII{ARY:

Micah (shortened form of Miykayah)

Micah means |tWho is like Jah I YHWH] ? rl

The Day of the Lord, punishment, repentance
and restoration promised.

Micah  was  p rophesy ing  be tween  740-700  B .C.

Fi rs t  to  the capi ta ls  of  Judah and Israel - -
Samar ia (where the fa lse re l ig ion of
Acts 8:9 s tar ted)  and Jerusalem (where i t
extended to) .  Then Micah extends his
prophecies to the whole earth.

The h is tor ica l  set t ing at  the t ime of  Micah
is  the same as for  the f i rs t  f ive Minor
Prophets.  Both fsrael  and Judah were l iv ing
in debauchery and idolatry. However, King
Hezekiah d id lead h is  people to  repentance
and  because  o f  th i s ,  God  b lessed  the  na t ion .
In  sp i te  o f  th i s ,  the  na t ion  o f  Judah  cou ld
hard ly  be  ca l led  a  God- fear ing  na t ion .  Bo th
Israel  and Judah were on a fast  decl ine
r e l i g i o u s l y ,  e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  s o c i a l l y  a n d
p o l i t i c a l l y .

Micah t s prophecies center around the
economic ev i ls  and re l ig ious ido lat ry  ( the
calf-worship set up by Jeroboam which had
spread to Judah) .  They had committed these
s ins  in  sp i te  o f  the i r  b less ings  and
redempt ion f rom God,  and because of  th is ,
they would be punished with famine, war and
capt iv i ty .  The ru lers led the people in
their sins, even though they had the law and
knew that God desired judgrment, mercy and
fa i th - -no t  sac r i f i ce .  M icah  a lso  p rophes ied
a future restorat ion of  Israel  (physica l ly
and spi r i tua l ly)  ,  and punishment  of  the i r
enemies .  f s rae l  w i l l  t hen  se t  the  examp le
o f  G o d r s  w a y  o f  l i f e  a s  G o d  h a d  o r i g i n a l l y
in tended .



NA}IE:

IIEBREW NATIE
AI.ID IIE MIING:

TIIEIIIE:

DATE WRITTEN:

AUDIENCE ADDRESSED:

HISTORICAL SETIING:

sul.ll{ARY:

Nahum

Nahum means frconsolat iontf or compassionate,
l i teral ly t t  (  ful l  of ) comfortt t

Vengreance on Nineveh and compassion on
Israel .  f t  is a book of judgrment-- judgment
aga ins t  ev i l .

Nahnm was probably writ ten between 640-620
during the reign of Josiah but before the
destruct ion of  Nineveh.  The destruct ion of
No ,  spoken  o f  i n  Nahum,  occur red  in  661  B .C.

Assyr ians,  pr imar i ly  the c i ty  of  Nineveh

Though the House of fsrael had gone into
capt iv i ty ,  Judah,  in  qenera l ,  was not
m a i n t a i n i n g  G o d r s  w a y  o f  I i f e .  P o l i t i c a 1 I y ,
Judah was surrounded by enemies (Assyria on
one  s ide ,  and  Egyp t  on  the  o ther ) .

God  used  Assy r ia  (o f  wh ich  N ineveh  was  the
cap i ta l )  to  pun ish  I s rae l  w i th  cap t i v i t y  i n
7 2 L - 7 L g  B . C .  G o d  h a d  v e n g e a n c e  o n  N i n e v e h
by  to ta l l y  des t roy ing  her ,  and  w i l l  have
compassion on Israel  a f ter  she repents.



NA}TE:

IIEBREW NAITE
A}ID }TE..AI[TNG:

TIIEXTTE:

DATE WRITIEN:

AUDIENCE ADDRESSED:

HISTORICAL SETTING:

STJ}IIITARY:

Habakkuk

Habakkuk may possibly be derived from the
root trto embracert and can be translated
Itembracer.rt  I t  may suggest one who
rrwrestledfr with God in argument. (There is
a similar-sounding word in Assyrian that is
the name of a f lower, or a garden plant) .

God wil l  destroy Israel I  s enemies and
embrace fsrael .

The book t s content would suggest that i t  was
probably writ ten during the reign of
Jeho iak im (608-597  B .C.  )  .  The  Nor thern
Kingdom, Israel ,  had a l ready gone in to
captivi ty and the Southern Kingdom, Judah,
was now being chastened by God through the
r is ing power of  the Chaldeans.

Baby lon  w i th  inp l i ca t ions  fo r  a l1  peop les .

The h is tor ies of  Assyr ia  and Babylon are
c lose ly  in te r tw ined .  Nebuchadnezzar rs
father  gained independence f rom Assyr ia  in
625 B.  c .  At  the t  j -ne of  Habakkukr  s  wr i t ing,
Babylon was r is ing in  power and beginning
to subjugate the other peoples of the
ancient  Near  East .

The book begins with Habakkuk I s asking why
do the wicked prosper. God repl ies that the
Chaldeans wi l l  be ra ised up to punish
Israel. This seemed strange to Habakkuk
since the Chaldeans were as s infu l  as Israel
in  Habakkukts mind.  But  God responds wi th
rr the just  shal l  l ive by fa i th"  and that
I s rae l t s  enemies  wou ld  be  des t royed .  I s rae1
would eventual ly be restored and rrembracedrr

by  God .



NAIttE z Zephaniah

TIEBREW NAI{E
AIID }IEANfNG: (TSEPHANJAH--Jah has secreted) Zephaniah means

trhidden of the Eternal , tt or ttwhom the Eternal
has hidden.tr I t  may be translated trthe
Eternal has hiddenrr or ttthe Eternal has
protected.rt  The Bible takes special note of
Zephaniahts farn i ly  t ree,  which probably was of
the royal  l ine.

THEIIE: The Day of the Lord. Three areas are
emphasized:

1)  Godrs ind ignat ion devours the ear th wi th
t h e  f i r e  o f  H i s  j e a l o u s y  ( Z e p h .  3 : 8 ) .

2) Who may be hidden during the Day of the
L o r d  ( Z e p h .  2 2 3 ) .

3 )  Israel  repents,  God saves them and dwel ls
w i t h  t h e m  ( Z e p h .  3 : 1 1 - 2 0 )  .

DATE WRITIEN: Zephaniah, probably the great-great grandson
of King Hezekiah, is bel j-eved to have
prophesied dur ing the days of  Jos iah,  between
6 4 0  B . C .  a n d  6 0 9  B . C .  H e  f o r e t o l d  t h e  f a l l  o f
N ineveh  wh ich  occured  in  6L2  B .C.

AUDIENCE ADDRESSED: Judah,  Jerusalem (aI I  Israe1)  ,  and a l l  peoples
( 1 : 4 , 5 )  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e i r  s i n s  a n d  w a r n i n g
them of the coming day of the Lord.

HISTORICAL SETTING: Jeremiah, Zephaniah and Habakkuk were aII
contemporar ies.  Israel  was a l ready in
capt iv i ty  by th is  t ime.  Babylon was p laguing
Assyr ia ,  and they had a l ready captured Haran.
Assyr ia  was a1l ied wi th Egypt .  Judah was
surrounded by enemies.  Jos iah,  the k ing of
Judah,  was s la in in  Megiddo.  Egypt  was soon
destroyed at  the Bat t le  of  Carchemish,  leav ing
Judah to the mercy of  the Babylonians.  Of
course, God had determined that the
Babylonians were going to punish Judah.

SUUI{ARY z Zephaniah prophesies destruction on Israel,
Judah  and  a l l  o f  the  wor ld  fo r  the i r  sp i r i t ua l
fo rn ica t ion .  Th is  w i l l  occur  on  the  Day  o f
the Lord when God wi l l  in tervene and br ing
judgment  on mankind.  His  message is  to  seek
God wi th aI I  your  hear t  that  you may be h idden
during the Day of the Lord. Those that do
seek Him wi lJ .  be par t  o f  the remnant .  Af ter
God gathers aII nations to punish them, H€
wi l l  t hen  res to re  I s rae1  (sp i r i t ua l l y  and
phys ica l l y )  ,  and  th rough  her  b less  the  o ther
n a t i o n s .



NA}IE:

IIEBREW NAI{E
AIID IIIEiM{ING:

TIIEITIE:

DATE WRITTEN:

AUDTENCE N)DRESSED:

HISTORTCAL SETTING:

SIDIITARY:

Haggai

Haggai means trmy feast, rr t tmy fest ivalfr or
It festal. tr  I t  may be a shortened form of
tt  Festival of Yah . tr

The restoration temple points to the Church

c a .  5 2 O  B .  C .

Zerubbabel (civi l  grovernor) ,  Joshua (high
priest) and the returned remnant of Judah.

There was a tremendous pol i t ical upheaval
during the period just before the book was
writ ten due to the fact that two men claimed
the throne after the death of Cambyses.
A pseudo-Smerdis  c la imed to be a t r  secret  sonrr
of Cambyses with r ights to the throne.
Dar ius  a lso  c la imed the  th rone .  C iv i l  war
resulted. Some Jews rnight have thought that
the horr ib le  end- t ime events that  had been
prophesied were then coming to pass.  They
night  have bel ieved that  the end was near .
Dar ius I  d id  receive the throne however ,  and
the land set t led in to semi-peace once again.
There was opposit ion to the rebui lding of the
temple frorn the Samaritans, Persians and even
some Jews.

Haggai begins by tel l ing the Jews that the
cause of  the i r  economic depression is  that
whi le  they have bui l t  the i r  houses,  they have
not  f in ished Godts house,  excusing themselves
saying rrthe t ime is not come. f t  God made i t
clear through Haggai that the t ime had indeed
come. The people obeyed and f in ished the
tenple,  but  th is  physica l  restorat ion temple
was not  the u l t imate fu l f i l lment  of  the
prophecy.  This  restorat ion temple p ic tured
the greater  sp i r i tua l  real i ty  to  come-- the
Church  o f  God .  The  f i r s t  l aw o f  success  i s
to  have  the  r igh t  goa l .  The  Jews  o f  Hagga i ' s
day had lost  the i r  sense of  what  were the
t rue  p r io r i t i es .  There  a re  f i ve  occur rences
o f  the  express ion  t rans la ted  t r cons ider ,  r l

wh ich  Char les  L .  Fe inberg ts  Commenta ry  on  the
Minor  Prophets expla ins as t r  a  command to
se l f - j udgment .  r l



NA}IE:

IIEBREW NAUE
AI.ID I{EANING:

TIIE}IE:

DATE WRITIEN:

AUDIENCE ADDRESSED:

HTSTORTCAL SETTING:

SU}IITARY:

Zechar iah

(ZECAR.TAH--The Eternal has remembered)
Zechariah means |tremembrance of the Eternal . fr

The coming of God t s Kingdom to the earth
(notice Zechariah t-4 :  9 ) preceeded by the
bui ld ing of  His  sp i r i tua l  temple,  the Church,
foreshadowed by the Temple completed during
the t ime of  Zechar iah.

c a .  5 2 O  B .  C .

Joshua and Zerubbabel and the returned
remnant of Judah.

Same as for Haggai

Zechar iah prophesied punishment  on Israel
because of  her  s in .  However,  even though she
wi l }  be  taken  in to  cap t i v i t y ,  God  w i l t
ne i ther  forget  nor  forsake her- -she wi l l
eventual ly  become r t remembered of  Godi l  again.
The nat ion that  captured Israel  wi I I  then be
pun ished .  Jesus  Chr i s t ,  the  Branch ,  w i I I
bu i ld  H is  u l t i rna te  sp i r i t ua l  temp le  (  o f  wh ich
the physical temple was a type) .  Then He
wi l l  come again and r r  s i t  and ruLe upon His
throne;  and He shal l  be a pr iest  upon His
throne:  and the counsel  of  peace sha1l  be
between them bothr t  (  Zech.  6 :  L2-13 )  .  Godr  s
kingdon wil l  come to the earth, and alt
fami l ies of  the ear th wi l t  come to worship
t h e  K i n g ,  t h e  L o r d  o f  H o s t s  ( Z e c h .  L 4 z 9 , L 7 )  .



NA}IE:

HEBREW NAI{E
A}ID }IEANING:

TTIEIITE:

DATE WRITTEN:

AUDTENCE ADDRESSED:

HISTORICAL SETTING:

STJMIIT.ARY:

Malachi

MALAKH, meaning rrmessengerrr--either human or
divine. The name can be translated ttmy
messengtertt  as in Malachi 3 :  1, or may be a
shortened form of rrMessenger of Yah. tr

Be prepared for the messenger who is to come to
the restored temple and the end t ime messenger,
El ihah, who comes before the great and terr ible
day of the Lord.

Perhaps around 435 E} .C. ,  perhaps ear l ier ,  about
450  8 .C . ,  as  a  p re lude  to  the  re fo rms  o f  Ez ra  and
Nehemiah. The Church has tradit ional ly leaned
towards  the  da tes  o f  ca .  420-400  B .C.  s ince  the
books of Ezra and Nehemiah make no mention of a
prophet  in  the i r  t ime.  Ezra and Nehemiah deal t
with problems similar to those mentioned in the
book of  Malachi ,  but  the problems sur faced again
in the in ter- testamenta l  per iod.

I s rae l  (a l I  twe lve  t r i bes )  - - i nc lud ing  the  f s rae l
of  God today.

The c i ty  of  Jerusalem had been restored and the
temp le  rebu i l t .  A t  the  t ime  o f  Ma lach i '  s
wr i t i ng ,  worsh ip  o f  God  had  dec l ined .  The  peop le
gave  in fe r io r  sac r i f i ces  and  w i thhe ld  some o f
thei r  t i thes.  The pr iests  had corrupted the
convenant  of  Levi .

Ma lach i  i s  the  book  o f  messengers .  F ive
messengers are ment ioned:

1) The prophet, Malachi- ,  was one of God I s
messengers.

2)  The pr iests  who had fa i led to execute thei r
o f f i c e  a s  G o d  h a d  c o n m a n d e d  ( M a l .  2 r 7 ,  4 - 1 0 ) .

3)  The Messenger,  John the Bapt is t ,  who prepares
the way for the messenger of the covenant
( M a l  .  3 : 1 ) .

4)  The messenger of  the covenant ,  Jesus Chr is t ,
who comes to the restored temple and later to
H is  sp i r i t ua l  temp le  (Ma l  .  3  :  1 )  .

5)  El i jah who comes before the great  and
terr ib le  day of  the Lord to prepare a people
fo r  Chr i s t  t  s  coming  to  H is  sp i r i t ua l  temp le
( M a l  .  4 z  5 - 6 )  .

The  book  a lso  dea ls  w i th  peop le  who  say ,  "yes
God,  w€ love You,  w€ have obeyed You,  f r  but  who
also cry trWhere is the God of Judgment?rf They
are accusing God of forsaking them, when they
themselves are being unfa i th fu l .  God prophesies
the  fa te  o f  those  who  w i l l  no t  repen t ,  and  g ives
a  s te rn  end- t ime  warn ing  to  a l l  o f  us :  Be
prepared for  the return of  Chr is t ,  o therwise you
may  be  des t royed  too .
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ZECHARIAH 3

------- 7 eyes
Zech.

spir i ts = 7 lamps
4 : 1 0 i  R e v .  L : 4 ;  4 2 5 ;  5 2 63291 '

1ffi" iq.i gulleb, s@l-tzld; !eto. floar rSsO; -- ' 
lowttai4btolot globciall aaro:undlT-- 7/

bowl, ponmel eprtng-

o i l  v "  L 2  s y m b o l i c  o f  t h e /
h o l y  s p i r i r

- - - S E o n e ,  I s a .  2 8 : L 6
I I  C o r . 1 0 : 4 ;  l ' I a r r .  1 6 : 1 8
E p h .  2 2 2 0 ;  T  P e t .  2 2 6 - 7

ZECHARIAH 4

: - - -o l i ve  t ree  v .  3

p i p e s  v .

----- lamps v.

- P r P e s  v .
4108. .tFD rn6wq6d,

tht or tvl;
burair3, bestb.

- - - - - -cand les t ick  v .  2

l1&1. tlJ zryftb, aL' -yith; grob- &oo, an unuscd,
__ 

- Doog [re b .2GtO]; rn olfaa (ae yirr,trng
@ln/lro;tht4 oiDr sb! b,ocr tbc braaclorie berry:i
olivc (hc., -t!d), OUveL

' o l i v e  
b r a n c h e s  v .  L z

1133. n5 zaylth, zah'-yith; prcb. lrom an qjrus€d,
root fahin to !O30t; auoliae (ra firr,rrng

Q;u;mhu,titt4 oBL tho trec, tle.branch or tle berrlr:-

, . ollre (tract -ysrd), OUvet
L / -

6804. :'I. |! tea.ntArih. tsca.faro-rarl.. prob.
from tbe same ar 6?9{l a tuDc..-pipe.

2
5216. -t.: 

niyr, neer; or

T nit, aear,. also
-li! 

nO;-r, trcnr,. o!
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SEVEN PERIODS OF ADI{INfSTRATION (DISPENSATTONS, Eph 1: 10 ; 3 z 2 ,
Greek oikononia: administration, efovernor, steward, overseer,
period of t ime. one can identify from the Bible, Elt least seven
distinct periods in which God dealt with man or wil l  deal with
man.  )

TIIE FIRST N)UINfSTRATION: Innocency (Gen . 2:25 , 3:7 )

Man was created in innocency, placed in a perfect environment

subj ected to an absolutely sirnple test, and warned of the

consequence of  d isobedience.

I  T im.  2zL4 The woman was deceived,  thus s inned,  but  the

man s inned  de l ibe ra te ly .

Gen .  3 :24  The  admin is t ra t ion  o f  i nnocency  ended  in  the

j udgrment of the Expulsion.

THE SECOND ADI{INfSTRATION: Conscience (Gen. 3:22)

By disobedience man came to a personal and experimental knowledge

of  good and ev i l - -o f  good as obedience,  of  ev i l  as d isobedience

to the known wil l  of God. Through that knowledge conscience

awoke. Expelled from Eden, man became the judge of good and

e v i l .

Gen .  4  z  4;  Heb.  11 :  4  Man could approach God through sacr i f ice.  The

resur t  o f  th is  second test ing of  man is  s tated

i n  G e n .  6 2 5 ,  a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e n d e d  i n

the j udgrment of the Flood.
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TIIE TIIIRD ADUINISTRATION: Iluuan covernment (Gen. 9:L-12)

Under Conscience, as in Innocency, man utterly failed, and the.

j udgment of the Flood marks the end of the second administration

and the beginning of the third. This adninistration subjected

man to a netr test. Its distinctive feature is the institution of

human government--the government of man by nan (eye for an eye, etc.

cen. 9:5).  The highest funct ion of  governnent is the judic ial

taking of life. AII other governmental powers are inplied in

that. ft folLows that the third adrninistration is distinctivelv

that of hunan government.

THE FOT]RTH ADITIINTSTRATION: Promise (Gen . L2: 1-3 )

Gen. 15 :  18 For Abraham and his descendants i t  is  evident that

the Abrahamic covenant made a great change. They

became dist inct ivety the heirs of  promise. That

covenant is whol ly gracious and uncondit ional .  In

Egypt they lost  their  blessing, but not their

covenant.

Exo.  19 :8  The  Adrn in is t ra t ion  o f  P romise  ended  when  Is rae l

entered into the Law Covenant with God.

Exo. 19:4 God prepared a del iverer ( ! toses),  provj .ded a

sacrifice for the gruilty, and by divine power brought

them out of bondage. promise extends from cen. L231

to Exo. 19:8,  and was exclusively fsrael i t ish.
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(The administration must be distinguished from the covenant. The

former is a mode of testing; the latter is everlasting because it is

uncondit ional)  .

cal . 3:15-18 The lard did not abrogate the Abrahanj"c Covenant, but

was an intermediate disciplinary dealing 'rtitI the

seed should cone to whom the promise was maderr

( ca l .  3 :19 -29 ,  4 .L -7 ) .  On Iy  the  ad rn in i s t ra t  j . on ,  as  a

testing of the Fathers, ended at the giving of the

Ia$r.

TIIE FIFTH ADMINISTRATfON: Law (Exo . 24: 3-8 )

Th is  admin is t ra t ion  ex tends  f rom S ina i  to  the  c ruc i f i x ion  o f  Chr i s t .

The h is tory of  Israel  in  the wi lderness and in  the land is  one long

record of  the v io lat ions of  the law.  The test ing of  the nat ion by

the law ended in the j  udgrment of the captivi t ies ,  but the

adnin is t rat ion i tse l f  ended at  the cruc i f ix ion of  Chr is t .

1)  I s rae l ' s  respons ib i l i t y  (Exo .  19 :5 -6 ;  Rorn .  LO:5 )

2 ,  I s rae1 rs  fa i l u re  ( I f  K ings  !7  27 -L7 , : -g ,  AcEs  2122 ,
Heb .  8 :7 -8  )

3) The j  udgrnent ( f I  Kings L7:.L-6,  20, 2S.]-- !L,
Ma t t . 23 :37 -39 )

TIIE SIlCrH ADnNISTRATION: crace (Eph. 3:2)

As an administration, grace begins with the death and resurrection of

Christ  (Ron. 3.24-26: '  4.24-25).  The point  of  test ing is acceptance
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or rejection of Christ as outl ined by the seven Basic Doctrines of

Hebrews 6:L-2 .

R o m .  3 : 3 L Grace establishes the law.

TIIE SEVEIiIIII ADUI ISTRATION: The Fu].lness of Tiues (Eph. 1: r"O)

This, the seventh and the last of the adlrinistrations mentioned in

rhe Bib1e which condition hurnan life on the earth gathers into itself

'der Christ alt past xtimesft'

Tsa. 11:3,4 The t ime of oppression and rnisrule ends by

Christ taking His kingdorn.

Ma t t .  25 :31 -46 ;  Ac t s  17 .3O-3L ,  Rev .  20 :Z -15

The tirTre of testinony and divine forbearance

ends in judgment.

fI Thes. 1:6-7 The tine of toil ends in rest and reward.

/  Rom. 8:17-L8 The t ine of  suffer ing ends in glory.

j )  Rom.  11 :25 -2 ' 7  i  Hos .  5 :15 -5 :3 i  ! . LO- IL ,  2 .23

The t ine of  Israelrs bl indness and chast isenent

ends in repentance and restoration.

6 )  Dan .  2 :34 -35 t  Rev .  1 ,1 :15 r  L9 .L5 -2Ot4

Human government ends in the smit ing of the

image and the sett ing up of the kingdom of the

heavens .

7 )  G e n .  3 : L 7 ;  I s a .  1 1 : 6 - 8 ;  R o m .  g : L 9 - 2 L

The t ime of creat ion '  s thrat ldom ends in

del iverance at the manifestat ion of  the sons of

G o d .


